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1. 



This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this Internationa] Preliminary Examining 
Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. y CAdmm,n 9 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 



□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims and/br drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/br sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). ^uinoniy 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 



I 




II 
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IV 
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VIII 


□ 
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Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 
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Authorized Officer 
Cattell, James 

Telephone No. +49 89 2399-8468 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/EP 03/08377 



I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
therecemng Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in SbnMtPSXX^ 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70 16 and 70 frft* tlled 



Description, Pages 

1-52 

Claims, Numbers 

1-23 



as originally filed 



as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in wh.ch the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated I under this item 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the followinglanguage: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

D Rule^ifin^^T^ 0 " furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international aDDlication thP 
.ntemat.onal preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequenceSSf PP " Cat, ° n ' the 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

D I h £ s ^* eme " t tha } the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished oeyona ine Disclosure 

D EKS^ re °° rded C ° mpUter r6adab ' e f ° rm iS identical to the written sequence 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

5 ' ° Elnonn^ J ? en G t tablls ^ aS J ( , SOme of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 
been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

mponf' aCement ShGet containln9 such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
6. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial apDlicabilitv 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



13,16,17,21-23 
1-12,14,15,18,19,20 

1-23 
1-23 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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V. 

1). The documents cited in the search report are to be regarded as being numbered 
D1-D5 in their order of citation. The IPEA intend to refer to the sections of these 
documents highlighted in the search report, unless otherwise specified. 

2) . D1 discloses a combination of anastrozole and clondronate, falling within the 

scope of claims 1-12,14,15,19 and 20 under Article 33(3) PCT. 

D2 discloses the combination of an aromatase inhibitor and a bisphosphonate 

over 2 years, falling within the scope of claims 1-12, 18 and 19 under Article 33(2) 

PCT. 

3) . The subject-matter of the remaining claims would seem to be obvious alternatives 

to the discloses therapies of D1 or D2, especially in the light of the problem of the 
present application being disclosed in D4, which proposes the use of 
bisphosphonates. 



Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 1) (EPO-April 1997) 



